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complete physical, social 
and mental well-being, and 
not merely the absence of 
disease or infirmity.”





Expanded the definition to 
include the ability of an 
individual or group “to 
identify and to realize 
aspirations, to satisfy 
needs, and to change or 
cope with the environment.”
m
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What is a Health Impact Assessment?
A Health Impact Assessment (HIA) is:
“a combination of procedures, methods, and tools by which 
a policy, program, or project may be judged as to its 
potential effects on the health of a population, and the 
distribution of those effects within the population ”
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3 types of HIAs:
• Proactive HIAs- before project or policy
• Retrospective HIAs- after project or policy





• social and environmental justice issues,
• adopt a multidisciplinary and participatory process, and







Steps of an HIA Process:
1. Screening- should we conduct an HIA?
2. Scoping- planning for the HIA
3. Risk assessment- implementation of the HIA
4 Dissemination circulates the results
What is a Health Impact Assessment?
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5. Monitoring and evaluation- review of the HIA process













The BeltLine represents a massive 25-year construction project, 
including the creation of parks, trails, transit, 50,000 housing 
units, and 13 million square feet of other new construction.e H
IA Because of this construction, the BeltLine may create several 
areas where people are living within 200 meters of high-volume 
corridors. 
Potential Health Implications:
Increased mortality and morbidity rates from cardiovascular 
and respiratory illnesses
Increased risk for lung cancer


















2030 High Volume Road 
Segments Without the BeltLine
2030 High Volume Road 






























Potential New Living Units 
within 200 meter buffer, 2030
Yard 37.36 8.78 328
I-20 West 68.30 12.15 830
I-75/85 South 25.00 12.15 304
Total 183.16 1,864











The BeltLine creates parks, trails, and transit equally distributed 
by race and income; 11,000 people will have access to a park 
for the first time.
Potential Health Implications:
Better access to employment opportunities services healthy    , ,  











The BeltLine will create 1,300 acres of parks, 33 miles of trails, 
$4 million in streetscape and intersection improvements, and an 
extension of the transit system.
Potential Health Implications:
Reduced premature death and risk of developing diabetes       , 
high blood pressure, and colon cancer
Reduced feelings of depression/anxiety
Helps control weight




















Access to Greenspace in the 
Hospital HIA Study Area
nt H
IA


























IA The roadway, although in good condition, was extremely wide and somewhat curvy 
throughout this segment.  Although sidewalks mimicked the street orientation with no buffer 
in between the two, sidewalks were often scattered with debris and dust and were essentially 
the same height as the roadway.
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